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This week's

The Indian island of D has been

descnibed as =Gioa 2 vears ago™, sivs

Jomn Bemtham im The Caandian. B
thar was probably just a “canny piece
of marketimg™, becawse Dha, which

T o thie Coasa ool Cawzjaran, i ilmhull.;

like the Bamaouws h:ppy hangour: there
are no all-night raves, mo bong shops

and few hawkers. Whar it does have —

"and what ofven keeps people there
foor weeks longer than they intended ™
=i a “gonpeows sense of calm™. For
thase who have lived the chanaic rush
of mainktand lndia, “slamming on the
Brakes can come a5 a besniful shock.
Like sbeeping in vour own bed after
months on the road,

Feachumg [Hu requines a gruelling joumey by nickety state
bus, or the perenndally unpredicrable rail network, but it
winrth the jourmcy. The north of the sland s mosshy marshland,
while the south coast alternates between lomg stretchies of sandy
beach and |.||.'q,',|:'d limestone cliffs, The wa s clean, clear pned safe
tos swam in, andd most people get around by moped, “wending

Rental of the weak

Beacon House, VW Tirsable

This wepathar-teaton clagboard housse
wouldn't kook out of place in New
England, sarys Joanna O0Connor in
Tha Observar. Fortunatsly, it is much
choepar 10 horma, kocated an & prima
stredch of seafront s YWhitstablo, its
wraparcend varandah i furniskhed
with comiy soles, frem which 1o
onjoy unirernaptsd viess of the sas,
wehile insida, the Iving room is
decorated in an Ars B Crafts style
Bedrooms sre “beeary, white and
nautical”, tharas & opan fire 1o wand
apains the chill of stormy ovanings
antd & “fabulous”™ outdodr shovwar. Af
night. the sound of waves “sucking
an tha shingle™ hulls you to sloep.
while the lights af destant fishing
boats “wank”™ on tha horizon.
Cantact:

Erovm

fgphiit [sloeps it to fenl,

Travel

dream: Diu

At Thownrs'’s Clurrch: mone @r AMPressme mursemm

island, India

their way between palm trees abong
widle, emprty roads”™,

Dhiu's archatecture is quite special
posin; there's & dramatic 16ch cengury
Portuguese fort, “full of nsty cannons
and green parrods, wihile the town s
made up wf eccentric old colonial
houses, laid out along narmow avenoes,
[ovwm every skde street isa " pleasany
SLIPrse . =0 [ ely restaurant, or 3
katech ice cream parkour Many
churches have been converoed i
hasgels = ||.'||,:||u|:||'||.', the = prmospheric™
Horel S840 Tomé Betirg = o missims
such as 5 Thoamas's, which houses a
huge codlecriom of stanses and CArVings.
Fhe island akso has ins quirky side: the

curious spiky trees (foka] impored from Afnica, fof instance, of
the Shell Musewm, which boasts the world's largest collection of
sea shells. Din may mot be " panty central™, bar it does have a rich
history and a substle charm, Viegén (0870-574 T747: nnemn
purprnatlentic, comn) s to Missshar from £368 stn, Hotel S
Toeré Refivo (+ 2875 2331 37) Iras Foniiis TaF drosnired Bad),

Getting the flavour of...
Impressionism’s spiritual home

The beach ar Evretar on the Mosmandy coas
gives o 4 “sense of dejd wi®, says Nick
Trend in The Draily Telegraph. Thar's becawse
miost of us will have seen reprosductions of is
limestone mock anch — the Manneport - on
“the walls of a dosen an galleries®, Ik may be
the most Frequently painted landscape i the
winrld; Monct came agam and again to
capture the changing light. Courbet also
pamted the beach, while Pasammo, Manet and
Renoir worked nearby. Ther seductive sommes
helped 1o plamouriee sea-bathing, and oday,
this part of Framnce remains as alliring as ever.
An = Imipressionist Toar™ of the coast maght
take in Honfleur, Rowen and [Meppe, bag bor
those auable to ger 1o France, & major
exhibition, lmpressousts by the Sea, has just
opened at the Fanval ;\.;Jd-,'m'_. (OETO-545
K484, LD Lirses (0S5 70428 4335 g
illimes, co,enk) rms ferries from £ 15 per c,
Contact the Towersst Board (0906824412 3:
B prRary - foieriEseorg) foer deras,

The scariest place on Earth?

Soh Korea's capieal, Seoidl, =pglows and
b wath indusery and wealth™, says Mark
. O'Flahery in The Independent. Prong-
vang in the isolated Morth, by contrast, i a
anystery 1o the outside world. Koreas border
is the most heavily armed in the world, and s
kmown, “rather inapproprately”™, as the
Diemalitarmsed Zone (DMZEL It might be an

unbikely vowrese hauny, bur thar doesa’t stop
visitiars Hlocking there for a day ot that's
“pwo parts white-kmsckle nde, one part
panton”. The tours, taken under armed guard,
have the air af a surreal schaod trip: instrac-
tins e barked and crowds shepherded.
There are checkpobnts o endure, and a dress
code to observe | “no shor, denim or un-
kempt hair™ L, Vissiors tour escape munnels
amd P at the soldiers: the South Koreans
are bike =futunstic storm troopers ™, while the
boys in the Morth look “a md chariey shop®,
It as 1I1n|]||1g as it 1% dark: YOU'TE NEVET quife
wre if it theatre, or if hell counld break loose
atany moment. Bill Clinton called it “the

R ATIEST |1|-'H.'t' oty Eamh™, BA ferenisden ool
[Yies fo Seond frome £608 riv, DM Tours ane
arparised by D50 fusorso, org) froms £22,

English Heritage on download
English Heritage has more than 240 unman-
need sanes in the LIK, says Lain Aiech im the FT,
and with no one on hand w offer guidance,
informuatioda can be hard o come by, Mow,
you can download free audio vowrs on o
vaidr (Pod boe thiree sites: '|.'L1q.'ll|‘|'l-1!11'ur|.'lr
Castle in Morfolk, Metley Abbey near
Southampton, and the lron Age Maiden
Castle ldll fort ncar Dorchester. Auwdio guides
will alsos be availabde for some of the lamer,
stalfed siges, such as Bartle .F|.|.'l|:lv|.':|', wiuch
“rakes vou o the heas of combat in 10665,
Vst svemenplish-beritapeorg.nk,

Last-minute offers from top travel companies

braak

Andalucian villa offer

Bulgiarian nctivity

Families Worldwide (0845051
4567: www ilamilieswaorklwiide,
couik) has eight davs of acriviey
i Blgarea, including climbnmg,
riding, caving and camping.
From £679 (adule) and £459
tehild), durieg Julby and Augiss.
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A wook on n working farm
like the amily to a working
farm. Simmsons Farm Cottage
in Dievon s available through
MMarsdens (01271-813777;
www.marsdens.oo,uk), It sleeps
five -:]'rlu.\ cot) and costs £572

fuor the week begimming 21 July,

Canadn by rall

Lakes & Mountains Holidays
(D1 243- 79244 www lakes-
mountaims.couuk) has ten days
touiring Canada by train,
takmg i Toronto, Chiehes and
Miagary, from £1,157pp
incluchmg fights and baard,

Save 40% on Villa Los
Cristabes in Gawcin wath CV
Travel (DET0-062 341 5; waow
cvitraveloo.uk), The villa, with
e and lovely views, is now
only £1, 770 a week in July and
L1730 in August (sleeps tenl.



